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Copyright



Copyright: How to get one

 Copyright applies to original works of authorship

 Any materials that require some creative or editorial choice 

about how to express underlying ideas or facts

 Copyright applies automatically when the work is first 

created

 Copyright is limited to national boundaries, but . . . 

 By operation of treaties, a creator in the United States 

receives a copyright automatically in close to 200 countries



Copyright: Who gets one

 The author(s) are:

 The natural persons who create the work

 or

 In the U.S., the employer of an employee creator if the 

work is created within the scope of work (a “work made for 

hire”)



Copyright: Scope

 Scope

 Exclusive right to

 Reproduce the work

 Distribute copies of the work

 Publicly perform the work

 Public display the work

 (Communicate the work)

 Prepare derivative works



Copyright: User’s rights

Scope

Author’s rights are subject to limitations and 

exceptions, e.g.

- Fair use

- First sale



Copyright: Licensing

 Copyright owners can either give up some rights 

through an exclusive license

 or

 Grant permissions through non-exclusive 

licenses



Copyright: Licensing

 For example, federal government procurement 

law requires recipients of federal funds to grant 

to the agency a non-exclusive license to 

reproduce and use any copyrighted works 

arising out of the federal funds



Copyright: Licensing

 It is also possible to give permission to the 

general public to make use of the copyrighted 

work
 E.g. open source software

 Creative Commons
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Creative Commons licenses are permissions 

granted to the public with some conditions

Six CC licenses combine different sets of 

conditions

“CC BY” is shorthand for the Creative 

Commons Attribution license.

The only condition on reuse is that the 

source is properly credited.

Creative Commons



Step 1: Choose Conditions

Attribution

ShareAlike

NonCommercial

NoDerivatives



Step 2: Receive a License



CC0 public 
domain dedication

Public Domain 
Mark



most free

least free



3 layers



“human readable” deed



“lawyer readable” license



Source: https://stateof.creativecommons.org/: 
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Open Educational Resources



Open Educational Resources

 Definitions

 UNESCO: "teaching, learning and research materials in 

any medium, digital or otherwise, that reside in the public 

domain or have been released under an open license that 

permits no-cost access, use, adaptation and redistribution 

by others with no or limited restrictions.” 



Open Educational Resources

 Definitions

 The Cape Town Open Education Declaration

 "[O]pen educational resources should be freely shared 

through open licences which facilitate use, revision, 

translation, improvement and sharing by anyone. 

Resources should be published in formats that facilitate 

both use and editing, and that accommodate a diversity of 

technical platforms. Whenever possible, they should also 

be available in formats that are accessible to people with 

disabilities and people who do not yet have access to the 

Internet.”















Evidence for Open Educational 

Resources

 Growing research base showing that open 

educational resources improve educational 

outcomes
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USG Support for Open 

Educational Resources

 Growing recognition of OER as way to maximize 

impact of federal funding
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TAACCCT

 $2 billion job training program administered 

jointly by the Dept. of Labor and Dept. of 

Education to create curricula

 Required to be licensed under the Creative 

Commons Attribution License (“CC BY”)



First in the World

 Dept. of Ed program that requires Creative 

Commons Attribution License (“CC BY”) for any 

curricular materials created with federal funds
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Source: http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/us_open_data_action_plan.pdf
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Source: http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/us_open_data_action_plan.pdf
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Source: http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/us_open_data_action_plan.pdf
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Open Educational Resources –
Reading Education
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Source: http://www.africanstorybook.org/
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Source: http://www.africanstorybook.org/content/terms-conditions
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Source: http://www.africanstorybook.org/content/terms-conditions
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Source: http://prathambooks.org/
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Source: https://www.scribd.com/collections/2300329/Creative-Commons-Originals
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Faculty Copyrights

 Questions?


