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Susan Ayari of Creative Associates is a senior international educator with over 30 years of teaching experience 
in Tunisia and 10 years of experience working with education in Yemen and Jordan. She has specific 
expertise in teaching early grade literacy and numeracy and in developing and implementing interactive 

curriculum. Before joining Creative, Ms. Ayari served as Chief of Education in the UNICEF Country Office in 
Jordan. Prior to that position, she was the Director of Education for the United States Agency for International 
Development in Jordan and held senior positions at USAID in Yemen. Her technical areas of specialization include 
strategy development, education planning and implementation, education programming, formal primary/
secondary education and data analysis in educational decision making and reporting. In her work, Ms. Ayari 
managed programs across sectors and agencies, supervised teams of education specialists and developed USAID’s 
education strategy in Yemen and Jordan. She focused on coordinating with government departments, such as 
the Ministry of Education, other non-state actors and donors in the sector to build a sustainable framework for 
education in developing areas. She has managed numerous major project portfolios, both at UNICEF and at USAID, 
and has extensive knowledge of USAID policies and procedures. Earlier in her career, she taught at the American 
Cooperative School in Tunis and, during her tenure, won the International School Service Innovative Practices 
Award. She holds an M.A. from Boston State College in TESOL Education and a B.A. from Boston University in 
Elementary Education.
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Margaret Sinclair is an education planner who has worked on ‘Education in emergencies’ since 1987. 
An independent consultant, she worked from 2009 to 2017 as Technical Adviser at Education Above 
All (EAA) as part of EAA’s Protect Education in Insecurity and Conflict Programme (PEIC). Her work 

included developing collaboration with UNESCO’s International Institute for Educational Planning on conflict-
sensitive planning and curriculum. She is an advocate of education for ‘Learning to live together’ and for the 
related Sustainable Development Goal Target 4.7.  She worked earlier with UNESCO, including support for the 
establishment of the Inter-Agency Network for Education in Emergencies (INEE), and she was previously head of 
education for the UN Refugee Agency. In 2016 she was awarded an honorary doctorate at the University of Sussex 
for her contribution to education in emergencies.
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